
Humanism and Socialism

For all of his years, Corliss Lamont, Author of The Philosophy of Humanism and You Might Like

Socialism, eloquently championed both of these obviously intertwined causes, but, always, very,
very very separately! And for good reason!

He insisted that Humanism is a PURE philosophy, not to be "contaminated" with any political
overtones! He was insistent that Humanism not be even remotely construed to be a political
movement, or connected to anything remotely political, and thereby automatically suspect of
being "Un-American or Anti-American."

This rather counter-productive protectionism may seem strange, but unless you lived through the
House Committee on Un-American Activities and the McCarthy eras, you might not realize what
a powerful grip, especially through the use of the corporate media, that this hysterically
propagandized fear of Social activism had on the American psyche. Even, to this day, this
misconstrued fear causes otherwise intelligent Americans to vote in ways that are completely
counter productive to their own best interests. much to the dismay of liberals in general.

This protectionism, though well-intended, considering the circumstances under which it was
conceived, has neither prevented the demonization of Humanism as a "socialist philosophy," nor
has it freed this liberal belief system and "life-stance" for further freer promotion in the political
realm. Humanism is still construed with anti-American godlessness!

Corliss was maligned by many for his pro-labor and Civil Liberties activism, and even for
championing the Civil Rights Movement, and for espousing a more planned economy instead of
a capricious and wasteful, war-oriented economy. He was derided by powerful persons as being
Un-American, a dupe of The Soviet Socialist Republic, and called a "commie-pinko."

Even though Corliss Lamont sought "to protect" the pure philosophy of Humanism from being
maligned for its obvious concern with social well-being, and the protection of minorities and
workers, and respect for Free Thought, the natural and obvious political extension of these
humane philosophical principles was, and is, consistent with the original ideals of, and the best,
most humane and productive development of........Socialism!

In other essays, I've compared The Humanist Manifesto, first written in 1933, with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, inspired and championed by Eleanor Roosevelt in 1948. I've
cherished the belief that Ms. Roosevelt had been aware of the Humanist Manifesto, had agreed
with the universality of its principles regarding respect and ethical behavior, and was insistent
that these ideas be incorporated into the new Universal Declaration which has now been adopted
by most Nations.

Social well-being, as a universal principle, is the natural expression of Humanism, and must be
nurtured, fostered, protected and promoted by those who are aware enough to recognize that it
does not seek to destroy the beneficial elements of traditions of religious belief, but even to
emphasize the "love thy neighbor" and "do not kill" aspects of religion that become shamefully
hypocritized for dubious cause and country. Government investment in the economic well-being
of its citizens is essential to counter the ruthlessness of Capitalism.


